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1and, in whosoever hands they
by a'zigln of war, the claims were confiscated.
3. As against Gal
gled in common
cignty of Georgia.
mtk&w&mmwﬂm fur the stipulatious of the
treaty of 1773, and bound in law and honor to execate them.
5. That the mum of their bility being the
value of the lands, and this being far beyond the amount of
the elaim, with interest, their Hability for the entire amount is

manifest.

patriots of the day, in wresting the
Ihe Pot3’ fo_ subjecting it to the sover-

6. That if the British Government was liable for the debt, | passed

go far ae, | liquidated, and “would have been pasid but for this cause.
T Other Indian traders, whose claims rested on precisely the
that right never existed. He strug- | s9mp grounds as that of Galphin's, and were provided for by
the same tivaty, bus who adhesd:to- the British. s\de 10 el ., winerty and Union, mow and Sivoses; one and
Revolution, were paid by that Government ; while that of
by Georgia to the United States, | Galphiu’s heirs, he being new lead, was rejected bsctuu of
his adhering to the side of popu.ar rights sgainst sn arbitrary
and unjust Gevernment.
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WASHINGTON.

inseparable.”

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1850,

The lands ceded by the Indians in 1773 to the Crown of

Great Britain, for the sole puzpose of discharging their debts to
the traders, on the success of the struggle for independence,

into the possession of the State of Georgis, and now

asit clearly, underher law, wasnot, as between her and | oopgijtute several counties and parts of counties within her
alphin, because of Galphin's disloyalty,) it was the duty of | Lot Beieving the liability of those lands for the payment

the United States to have prosecuted it upon that Government.

7. That Georgia was responsible originally, ns between her-
self and the claimant ; but as the lands were used, in u great
measure, for the commen e ; ‘
means of giving soldiers bounties, or as furnishing a resoarce
to guard against Indian ravages, the United States, in 1848,
when they agreed to pay this particular claim, agreed to as-
sume a liability coextensive with that of Georgis. In this re-
epect | am unable to distinguish botween this case snd that of
the Virginia commutation cases assumed by the United Stales,
by the act of July, 1833, . b

8. That the allowance of interest in such a case in no way
conflicts with the prior eustom of the Guvernment in relation |
to such allowances. That the act of 1848 gives the power to
allow it, cannot be, nor do 1 understand it to be, denied.

It is by assuming that there is a settled and almost nniver-
gal rule adverse to such alluwances, that the claim is thought
to be invalid. !

. For want of time I am unable now lo go into an examina-
tion of the cases in which interest bas been paid where there
was ne express provision for it in the law embraging the
claims. As I have already said, I think the Virginia commu-
tation claims are an answer to the objection ; but the claim in

uestion stands upon grounds higher and stronger than these.
;lere, beside the obligation resulting from assuming, 88
was done by the act of 1848, this debt of Georgia, because of
the appropriation by her of the lands charged with the debt
to the eomman cause, which was all that existed in the Vir-
ginia cases, there exists this additional ground, that by taking

the cession from Georgia, in 1802, we bound oursclues o cx-
tinguish all outstan titles to the lands within the limits
of Georgis, and are therefore » in_good faith to pay
this debt, which, by & solemn treaty stipulation, was then,
and must remain until paid, a lien on such lands, And, in
the last place, that, looking to the circumstances preceding
the actof 1848, as stated in the memorial of the claimant,
and in the report of the Judiciary Committee, and looking to
the words of the law itself, I haveno doubt it was and should
have been the purpose of Covngress to pay the interest as
well as the principal of theclaim. This, in my opinion, was
due to the services and sacrifices of the ancestor of the claim-
ant ;' to the mere lagal and equitable responsibility of the

United States, as trustee of the lands charged with the debt;

to the obligation to Georgia to indemnify her against it, be-

cause of her application of the lands, as far as dispoeed of, to

the promation of the common cause of the revolution ; and,
above all, to the duty which Congress must have felt of
securing to her owncitizens that full measore of justice de-

manded by the trea'y stipulation of 1778, which England,

under much less imperative circumstances, g0 promptly ren

dered to her subjects.

As I am not able to find a reason why the interest should
be made to cease short of the passing of the act of 1848, I
am, for the rensons already stated, of opinion that it ought
to be allowed to that date.

That ‘m amount is a large one, although it calls for, as it
has received at my hands, a moet’ careful examination, is, of
course, no reason against ite allowance.

A Government never presents itself in a more commanding
and elevated condition than when it answera fully to all just
demands. Whilst goarding, as it should, against unjust
claims, and resorting to all proper precautions to that end, it
should, with the same care, and with a view alike to its true
interests and character, sedulously abstain from doing in each
case any thing but full and ample justice.

It is under a conviction that this will not be done in the
present instance by any thing short of the entire payment of
the demand, and from a full conviction that the law of 1848
authorizes and calls for its payment, that [ have come to the
-conclusion here stated.

I have the honor to be, with high regard, your obedient
servant, ; REVERDY JOHNSON.

Hon. Wu. M. Merzortn, Secretary of the Treasury.

The opinion [ gave is not as full as I should have made it,
had I taken more time in its preparation. But, if the com-
mittee desire it, I will supply this in part by putting them in
possession of some of the authorities on which it was form-
ed. 'These were of several classes.

First. Those in which, under circumstances not stronger
than this claim presented, the United States, in their dealings
with other nations, have uniformly demanded interest.

Second. In which Congress has itself, in terms, given in-
terest to individunl claimants.

Third. In which, wihout such terms, and under language
not maore comprehensive than that of the Galphin act, the

accounting officers bave nllowed interest with the sanction of 3

the head of the proper department.

Fourth. In which, under the opinions of my predecessors,
interest has been allowed. ’

Fifih. In which the courts of the United States have ad-
judged it against the United States. a0

Sixth. Ig which, by the laws of nations and the decisions
of prize codrts, it has been allowed.

Beventh. In which words similar to those in the trea'y of

1773 have been held a charge on land granted or devised ;
and in which also words similar te those in the fourth article
of the cession of (ieorgia to the United States, of the 24th
April, 1802, have been held to embrace such a title or inter-
est as the Indians and Galphin had in the lands ceded by the
trea'y of 1773,

Eighth. Which, #o that Georgia held the lands so charged
with the claim as a trustee, bound to the same extent that
England would have be bound, but for the revolution, to have
paid the claim, principal and interest ; and that the United
States, by virtus of the cession of 1802, was bound, in good
faith to Georgin, to execute the samo trust, and designed to
do g0, by directing the claim, the whole claim, to be exam
ined, adjusted, and paid, I say the whole claim ; for no
distinction was made or intended by the act of 1848 between

. the claim for interest and that for principal, although, having
before them the fact of the amount of the principal, it would
have been a matter of course, had such been the design, to
have confined the autherity of the Secratary to the payment
of the principal. REVERDY JOHNSON,

IN BENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
- Jurx 7, 1846,

Mr. AsurLev (Senator from Arkansas) made the
following report : '

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred the petition of Milledge Galphin, legal re-
presentative of George Galphin, deceased, report :

That George Galphin was, prior to the year 1773, a licensed
trader with the Creek and Cherckee Indians in the then co-
lony of Georgia. That he was slso, by the assignment to
him of their several claims, the representative of other traders,
to whom, with himeelf, those Indians had become largely in-

debted. In the same year Sir James Wright, Governor of,

the colony of Georgia, in pursuance of instructions from the
British Government, concluded a tresty with the said Indians,
by which a considerable extent of territory (now forming the
counties of Wilkes and Lincoln, and portions of the counties
of Oglethorpe and Green, in the State of Georgia) was éeded
to the Crown of Great Britain ; and, by an express provision
inserted in the treaty, the debts of the Indians to these traders
were secured to ba paid from the proceeds of the lands ceded,
which thus became charged with their payment.

The King afterwards, in the year 1775, ratified the treaty,
and directed instructions to be issued for the appointment &
Commissioners under it, to liquidate the claims of the traders,
with a view to their payment out of the fund thus provided
for that purpose. Before these Commissionera Galphin's
claims were proven, to the amount of nine thousand seven
hundred and ninety-one pounds fifteen shillings and five pence
sterling money of Great Britain, and would unquestionably

. 'have been paid by that Government had not an evant oceirred
which totally changed the relations which existed betwesn the

«colonies and the mothier country, and arrested, and, as it has :

resulted, entirely destroyed all prospeet of a settlement in that
qill.ﬂ.l'.

That event was the war of independence, which broke out
in 1776, the year after the liquidation of Galphin’s claims by

the Commissioners ; and, disregarding all other considerations | Which office he filled for the greater part of his subsequent | Express says that the last steamer brought another

than those of patriotism and love of liberty, he, with a mag-
nanimity and self devotion the extent of which was proved
by thd entire loss of his claims, threw himsell in‘o the ranks
of the opponents of tyranny and oppression, and manfully
and faithfully adhered to them and their cause throughout the
trying period "during which that struggle continued. And
such was his devotion to his country, and the efficiency of
his services against her enemies, and so important did the
British Goverament regard his destruciion to the success of
their cause within the sphere in which his services were ren-
dered, that a resolution passed the Parli t attainting Lim
of high treason, and a price was set upon his hesd as an out-
law and a rebel.

The price of his patriotic devotion to his country was the
loss of his claim against the British Government, which was

of their debt still to follow their change of ownership, the | sional District of North Carolina whieh has seem-

heirs of Galphin prosecuted their claim before the Legislature

benefit of ail the States, either as | of that State, but were never sble to procure its recoguition Letter,

by more than one or the other branch of that body  for,
while all agreed ix: its justice and equity, doubts, entertained
by many as to the obligation of the State to pay it, operated to
defeal its success,

As thers can be no question as to the justice or equity of
this claim, the question presents itself, Who is hound to pay
it? The Government of the United States, or that of the
State of Georgia? Here was a debt secured by express
trealy s'ipulation between the British Government and certain
Indiane, and no obstacle remained in the way to its payment
as provided for in the treaty. It had become a vested right,
and but for the Revolution which ixtervened would have been
acquitted and discharged. The Revolution was not the act
of the State of Georgia, She was merely a perticipsnt in
what was the common, glorious act of all ; it was by no spe-
cial act of hers that the treaty by which this debt was secured
was set aside : and it would seem that, being only a sharer in
the act which caused the rights secared under it to- be disre-
garded, she should scarcely be called on to meet the whole
responsibility, which should be the joint responsibility, as its
benefits were the joint benefils, of all who contributed to its
accomplishment. As well might any single State be called
on 1o indemnify a citizen of the United Btates against the
act of the General Government, because he resided within

her limits, as that of the State of Georgia should be called on
to discharge this debt, which was arrested jn its payment by
the Revolution ; which may, considering ils consequences, be
ealled a netionsl act, and which transferred from the British
Government, against which Gi]apbin‘l heirs could now have
no claim, to that of the United States, their right of appeal for
its settlement. . By the act of the Revolution, the Govern-
ment which followed, and of which Galphin, as he had con-
uibuted to its establishment, claimed the protection, transfer-
| red 10 itself all the obligations which existed prior thereto on
| the part of the Government which by it wus set aside, as far
as the claims of a similar character with the present were con-
cerned. The Government of the Lnited States now stands
in the relation to Indian tribes that Great Britain did prior to
| the Revolutton. And the cbligatiens of the treaty entered

into by that Government with the Creek and Cherokee In-
dians before that event, which had for its object the payment
of the just debts of the traders, would seem to devolve on
the United Stater, wherever it could be shown that the claim-
-ant had fixed that obligation by his support of the Govern-
ment substituted. That the obligation runs no further is
sufficiently msnifest, and needs no argument. The Govern-
ment of Great Britain paid the debts of the Indians to sach
traders as had espoused her cause, and rejocted Galphin's,
who opposed it. And it was the duty of the United States,
of whose Guvernment Galphin's heirs were now the subjects,
to prosecute theirs, and, failing to do so, have made them-
selves justly liable for its payment.

Apart from the con=iderations above set forth, the State of
Georgia appropriuted these lands—set apart as they were by
the treaty of 1773 as a fumd for the payment of these debts—
to the public defence, and the bounty warrants of the officers
and soldiers of the Georgia line in the Revolutionary army
were located upon them. By an act of Congress spproved
1 uly 5, 1832, the Government of the Uni‘ed Siates providad
| for “certaim claims, which Virginia had sssumed, to the offi-
cers of that State engaged in the public service. during the
Revolutionary war. It is believed that the principles ot that
act are applicable to the present claim, which the comnittee
think ought to be allowed, and accordingly report a bill for
his relief. :

MINNEBOTA.

This Territory, the latest of the territorial pupils of Uncle
Sam, is rapidly increasing in population, wealth, and gen-
eral prosperity. We see it etated that the town of St. Paul,
the temporary seat of government of the Territory, is crowded
with newly-arrived emigrants ; and it will be seen, by the
following extracts from a letter, that at St. Anthony's Falls
the same aclivity prevails.

“Sr. Axrnoxy Crry, Arnir 28.

““ Dear Srr : The weather here is waum and fine. Geese,
ducks, and pigeons abound every where, and the creeks are
full. The people are all well.

““The new steamer Governor Rsmsey, built to run above
the falls, was launched a few minutes ago, and will be run-
ning in two wecks, as all her ‘fixins’ are here. We have
had one boat a day at St. Paul for nine days past, with from
two hundred to four hundred passengers, mostly to stopin the
country. We shall probably have a boat come up to the
Falls landing in about two wecks, if they can get her to try
to come up. I have seld forly-three lots within s few days.

“ We ere this year having fively times in this place. The
town and city of S8t Anthony will, I think, grow double eight
times in twelve months. ‘Money is plenty. Potatoes are
selling at $1 25 per bushel ; cats 65 cents, and none to be
had at that. All have to come from below. We have a
mail every day, by every boat.

**The country ie now full of people looking for lard. Say
to all our friends who intend coming to this country o come
soun, as now is the time. The ‘American House’ is now full,
and is doing a good business.

¢ The river has been very high, and is now. Most of the
logs have come down, and the rest will come this week.
Four saws are now running here, and the lumber is scld as
fast ns cut. The two shingle mills which have been started
will be good property, and each will nett $10 per day if’
well run.

*“The Governor has gone up the river. The Menomonee
Indiams are to be moved to or near Fort Gaines this spring,
and two forts built. W.A.C."

Dgap Lerreas.—Information was some time since circa-
lated in the newspapers of this country generally that the
dead letters which are returned to the General Post Office and
there opened, were subjected to the perusal of the visiters of
the office, and some specimens of their contents were pub-
lished. Wecannot say but such may at a former period have
been the case ; but we have the pleasure to assure the commu-
nity that no such course is now permitted. The letters sre
barely opened so as to ascertain whether they contain any
valuable enclosure. ®f no enclosure is found, the letter is
never read, and is not subjected to the perusal or mccess of
any one, but is carefully kept from visiters and destroyed.
We say this because it is due to delicacy, propriety, and de-
cency.— Republic.

Furty-one vessels from foreign ports arrived ot New York
on Friday last. The number of immigrant passengers who
arrived on the same Jay was about five thousand.

Musicar Fumon.—The Philndelphia Ledger asks : *<If
seventeen doliars are given fora choice of seats to hear a com-
pany of every day Italians, what will be the price paid for the
privilege of lislening to the mellifluous notes of so rare a bird
as the Swedish Nightingale ! v

A failure caused by embarking in the California Trade.
The failure of a wholesale hardware firm was announe/d in
this city on Saturday. The linbilities are stated at $160,000,
and the aseets at a sum beyond this amount, though not in
astate to be realized at present. The late unfavorable news
from California is seid to have caused the failore.

[ Boston Traveller of Tuesday.

Hon. Davin E. Evaxs, of Batavia, (N. Y.) died at his
residence in thal place on Friday last. Mr. Evaxs was one
of the carliest settlers of Western New York, having gone to
Baravia in 1803, He hos been a memberof the State Senate,
and was once elected to Congress, but declined to serve, hav-
ing been appointed agent of the Holland Land Company,

Ifa. He wasn man of ability and energy, and was very
highly esteemed by those who knew him.

Semrous Rarrnoan Accinxxt.—On Sundey morning, as
the New York steamboat train from Norwich reached Auburn,
ab:ut four miles beyond the city of Worcester, one of the hind
wheels of the second claes car, which fortunately was the last
car of the train, was broken. By this accident the car was
first thrown with great violence upon one side of the track,

and then again upon the other side, before the connexion with
x‘l;iumh n'ﬂnﬂh;akin;ol‘ the bell rope, when
bty g B the engineer of the t, and

Lﬁurb%?aqfﬁ. accident,

eina water, and it was found necessary to cut
a hole in order to get at the ma-mwﬁ.
were about twenty five. Of this number Iwenty-three were
more or less, hurt, some slightly, others sevcrely,

beadway was ltnp;,d. and the train
he car lay upon

THE NASHVILLE CONVENTION GIVEN UP.

lina paper, is remarkable, as bearing the signatures

The subjoined Letler,—c:pied from a Nosth Caro-

of the respectable gentlemen chosen as Delegates
to the Nashville Convention in the only Congres-

ed to be in earnest in electing Delegates. This
says the Fayetteville Observer, *gives the
finishing stroke to the Convention, so far as North
Carolina is concerned.” :
The attentive reader will not fail to mark the
leading points of the Letter of these gentlemen,
viz: That, when nominated as Delegates to the
Convention, (which they had favored,) they became
at once painfully sensible of “the dread responsi-
bilities cast upon them :”” That, upon mature reflec-
tion, they came to the conelusion that, under ex-|
isting circumstances, a Convention “ could do no-
thing ; nothing at least but mischigf:"’ That there
is reason to doubt—as, truly, well there might be—
whether the hearts of Southern men are not failing
them, as they contemplate, in fancy, * the great Po-
tomac sending her waves 1o the ocean, swollen and
red with the blood of men poured out from kindred
bosoms ;" That the proposed Nashville Convention
is a measure of such a nature as ought to be re-
served for a time of need, when the South, * wrong-
ed by its enemies past all endurance, might wisely
seek their destruction,” even though it cost the
South their own life: That, even in that Distriet,
“if the vote could now be taken, a very large ma-
jority would (probably) even forbid them to go :”
That therefore they, the said Delegates, will not
take their seats in the Convention : And that, final-
ly, they hope that, if any Delegates do meel at
Nashville, they will adjourn without any other
action to a more suitable time, &c.

Letter to the “Wilmington (N. C.) Aurora.”

Farerrevince, Max 11, 1850,

Hesnr I Toore, Esq.—Dean Sir : The time for the
Nashville Convention is at hand—a meeting pregnant with
the most important results to the whole family of man,
When chosen by the Convention of this Congressional Dis-
trict, in March last, as its representatives at Nashville, while
justly proud of the lonor, we felt most painfully the dread
responsibility thus cast upon us. But we bhave no wish or
purpose ‘to shrink from it. We felt assured that the same
God who had led our fathers through the Revolution would
lead us also in the right way, either by the pillar of cloud or
by the pillar of fire. We believe we are sll instruments in
his hands to accomplish his purposes ; and we know by the
past that those purposes for the future will be just and merci-
ful. Yet we ere at this time greatly perplexed, and must
confess that we see not those plain indications of what Pro-
vidence deeigns for us, to ensable us to decide with confidence
whether or not it is our duty to go to Nashville at the time
proposed. At the New Hanover meeting, held in January,
one of us felt no hesitation in eaying that by the first Mon-
day in Jupe it would be plainly scen that Southern rights
would meet with rensonable conzideration from our Northern
brethren, or that we must prepare to mdinlain them by dis-
solution and war, Hewas mistaken. The mysterious veil of
the future still hangs over those events which must decide
this question, and no one can safely conjecture in what form
they will be revealed. Under those circumstances what can
a Convention do? Nothing ; nothing at least but mischief.
Even resslutions adopted by it cannot possibly be of service,
and would probably do harm. Should those resolutions be
expressive of a united purpose at the South, tostand by their
rights at every hezard, will they not just'y be cousidered, thus
uttered pending a negotiation, ss indecent threatening or idle
blustering ?  And if concilistory and mild, may they not be-
get doubts, in many minds at least, whether the hearts of
Southern heroes are not failing them, as they contemplate in
fancy the great Potomac sending her waves to the ocean
swollen and red with the blood of men poured out from kin-
dred bosoms ? Besides this, a Nashville Convention is a
strong measure, full of consequences ; when over, it will be
like an exploded bomb, no longer feared, not even respected ;
or will have left behind it sad and abiding evidences of i
tremendoue power. We thould reserve it for a lime of need,
when, like Samson, wronged by his enemies past all endur-
ance, he might wisely seck their destruction, even though it
cost him his lifs. Sir, we are persuaded that these are the
feelings of a large proportion of the people of our State, nay,
even of our own district, which has been more forward than
any other part of the State in this matter. We should now
misre&rmt them by participating in any sction of a Nash-
ville Convention at this time. It is the duty of every repre-
sentative to reflect, as far as possible, the will of his constitu-
‘ents. If we believed that ours desired our altendance, we
would go, regardless of our own opinions or our convenience.
But, if the vote of the district could now be taken upon the
question, a very large majority, we think, would even forbid
us togo. We shall, therefore, not take our seatsin the Con-
vention at Nashville, unless some change takes place in the
aspect of public effairs between now and the first Monday in
June. e are much obliged to you for an article in the
Aurora of Wednesday last, headed ** The Nushville Conven-
tion, in.” Other reasons are suggested therein why the
Convention should not meet at this time, which have
thereby saved us the neceesity of offering here. {s: hope
those who do meet at Nashvillo at the time appointed will
adjourn without any other action to a more suitable time, at
the same or some other place, when and where the whole
South, with undivided heart, may lift up a shout of joy for
our glorious Union preserved, or rally with sad but deter-
mined purpose around the no less glorious standard of *¢ Li-
berty and the rights of the South ” :

Woe are, with great respect, your friends and fellow-citizens,

ROBERT STRANGE,
G. J. McREE.

COMMERCE OF THE WESTERN RIVERS.
By a document lately ordered to be printed by the
Senate we find that the nett value of the commerce
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and their tributa-
ries, for the year 1849, is estimated at $256,233,820,
and the value of vessels employed therein is esti-
mated at $18,681,500.

FROM MEXICO.

arrival at New York yesterday of the stearner Onio,
from Chagres via Havana, with the subjoined im-
portant news from the latter place :

stant, with five hundred men, and teok the town
garrison of six hundred men, who surrendered afier
losing three of their number,

on which vessel he left New Orleans on the 7th in-

IMPORTANT FROM HAVANA.

Our Telegraph corras;:dent informs us of the

Gen. Lorez landed st Cardenas on the 17th in

Gen. Lorez was landed from the steamer Creole,

stant. Several other vessels, containing in all some
twelve or fifteen hundred men, had left New Or-
leans previously to the Creole. Where they in-
tended to land is not known.

The greatest excitement prevailed at Havana,
and the city was under martial law, Several thou-
sand militia had been enrolled, and resident foreign-
ersawere all called upon to enrol themselves,

There were fifteen hundred troops in Matansas,
and eight hundred were dispatched from Havana at
one o’clock on the morning of the 20th, to reinforce
them, and march against Lopez. It was rumored
that the force under Lopez had increased to two
thousand, -and that he was already half way to
Matansas, '

On the 16th news was received at Havana that
a large force was eolleeted on an island near Cape
Catorche, and Gen. Marinos, with several vessels
and a large force, started immediately for that point.’
Just before the Ohio sailed the Spanish steamer
Pizarro returned to Havana with one hundred and
five prisoners, who were taken from that Island,
The merchants and bankers in Havana were re-
moving ther money, plate, &c. for safety.

The Ohiy, and steamers Faleon and Georgia,
were compdled toanchor at the entrance to the har-
bor. The Spanish Government would notbe respon-
sible for the tafety of the passengers, and only those
having passﬁam were permitted to go on shore,
No communication was allowed between the pas-
sengers whil¢ in port, not even between the officers,
until a permil was obtained from the Captain Gen-
eral. The Dhio was delayed fifieen hours wait-
ing a permitls: transfer her passengers. Captain
ScHENCK prd,esl.ed, through- the American Consul,
to the Captais General, and demanded a sale an-
chorage, but was refused. ,

The Ohio loes not bring any later California
news, She his about $410,000 in gold dust, and
$210,000 in specie,

EmioranT PasseNGERs are coming into the coun-
try without abatiment as to numbers. In 47 days,
from April 2, 41,457 arrived at New York city,
nearly all as follows : From Great Britain 32,604 ;
Germany 7,518, | In 24 hours, on the 17th instant,
5,700 arrived at 'this port. The whole number
above referred to ;"rived in 147 ships, 112 barques,
178 brigs, and 137 schooners ; making 624 vessels
arriving at New Yrk from foreign ports in 47 days,
In Philadelphia 1,134 passengers arrived on Friday
and Saturday. A great number have also arrived
at Boston. Many of those arriving here find their
way as speedily as possible to the Great West,
Fourteen hundred arrived at Albany on Sunday, on

board the Oregan and Rip Van Winkle.
[New York Express.

Mr. WawLsn, writing from Paris, in one of his
late letters, says :

¢ Within a few months, the severe and variable weather
has mowed down many sged Frenchmen of renown. Qua-
TREMERE DE QuUincy, who was in the first rank of archaio-
logy and esthetics, died at the age of ninety-five ; Count
MorvriEn, the famous financier—often a minister—at eighty-
seven ; Baron Mexevar, so long the private, confidential,
all-trusted private secretary of Napoleon, belween seventy
and eighty ; Count Berexcen, one of the Emperor’s coun-
cillors and Peers, conspicuous for the independence of his
spirit as well as his administrative qualifications, was fourscore
and upwards. The obsequies of these personages were grand
ceremonials. President Napoleon sent his carriages and or-
derly officers to honor the remains of the old servants of his
uncle. This class might be thought to have found an elixir
of life in their devotion to the Emperor or his memory. A
number of them survive, like Marshal Soult, wonders of com-
Jortable longevity.

¢ On Sunday last, T encountered in the garden of the
Tuileries, and accompanied for an hour in his walk, Baron
Picuox, forty or fifty ycars ago French Chargé d’Affaires
at Washington—who has filled high stations since. He is
an octogenarian, with unimpaired faculties of mind, and his
health was perfect until interrupted in the automn by acci-
dental rheumatism and medical treatment. At the same hour
Baron Hrnk ne Neuviiee, Minister Plenipotentiary at a
later period at Washington, was seated under a tree, ina
groupe of ladies and children, and engaged in pleasant dis-
course, with a fame far from valetudinary. Rheumatism has
bent him a little. These Nestors waetch every phusis of pre-
sent public affuirs ; and their comments upon them, informed
by their intimate acquaintance with the past, render commu-
nion with them particularly piquant and instructive.”

ARRIVAL OF THE U. 8. SHIP LEXINGTON.

The United States ship Lexington, Joux K. Mrreuxriy,
commander, arrived at New York on Thursday morning from
Rio Janeiro, from which port she sailed on the 30th of March,
‘not #o late as our previous advices.

The yellow fever continued to rage without any abatement,
and was incessing in virulence when the Lexington sailed.
There was a daily average of about 250 deaths.

The epidemic had spread to all the neighboring towns and
on the shores of the harbor, and even to the town of Pelro-
polis, foriy miles from Rio and elevated from two thousand to
three thousand feet above the sea.

Accounts from Bahia, Pernambuco, Rio Grande, 8t. Catha-
rine, Montevideo, and Buneos Ayres, are to the effect that
the fever had broken out in all those places.

Advices from the city of Mexico to the 20th
ultimo have been received at New Orleans. The
Congress of the Republic was busy in arranging its
financial affairs. A tax imposed on the commerce
of the capital was producing a great deal of discon-
tent and many enetgetic protests. A tax of ten per
cent. has been imposed on foreign liquors. A ter-
rible fire gccurred at the Isle de Carman, the most
important commereial place in Yucatan, on the
18th March. Handbills had been plaearded for
some days previous, announcing that the town
would be fired. In the principal street 120 houses
and the parochial church were destroyed. The
loss is estimated at three millions of dollars. A
large number of families immediately left for Cam-

peachy. This is the second fire which h u
desolated Yueatan, TR TR

AMERICAN Stocks Aproap.—The New York

list of orders for American securities, for purposes
of investment. The Erie Railroad bonds, old and
new, are one of the favorite stocks, Government
and State securities have run up so rapidly, and
reached so high a point, that a second class of se-
curities are sought for, and very many of them have
gone to Europe, with more to follow.

Dirricurties Ertuer Wav.—The Charleston
Mercury denounces that provision of the Compro-
mise Bill relating to the recovery of fugitive slaves
with great warmth, as a complete surrender of State
sovercignty, and an admission that Congress has
power to regulate the relations between the master

Vessels had arrived at Rio direct from Europe with cases
of fever on board that had broken out at sea, showing that
the cpidemic was not confined to the shore and the harbors of
South America.

The following persons belonging to the Lexington have
died since she left New York on the 13th of December last,
We give the deaths in the order of their occurrence :

March 2, Wm. Jones, seaman, on board at Rio Janeiro ;
16:h, Wm, Ryen, do. do. ; 17th, midshipman Elias
Vanderbors!, ashore; 21st, Moscs Williams, landsman, on
board ; 22d, Richard Stillwell, do. do. ; 23d, Nathaniel P.
Prickett, midshipman, do.; 24th, James Conner, quarter
gunner, do.; 25th, John Bruce, ordinary seaman ; April 5th,
John 8. Whipple, passed aseistant surgeon, at sea; fith,
Michael Brooks, officer’s ateward ; 7th, James Dawson, do. ;
26th, Daniel D. Chase, ship'’s steward.

This makes a total of twelve, of whom three were officars.
Six were invalids from the Marion and Brsndywine. The
deaths were by yellow fever, with the exception of Moses
Williame, and James Dawson.

Nzw Ports ox Tax Paciric.—In sccordance with the
act of Congress of 14th August, 1848, to establish a Terri-
torial Government in Oregon, the Presipenrt has declared and
constituted the port of Nesquslly, on Fuget's SBound, and
Portland, iu the collsction distiict of Oregon, in the Territo-
ry of Oregon, lo be ** ports of delivery, with all the privilegcs
authorized by law to such ports.”

Four young men were upsst in a boat while on a saliing ex-

came to hie azsistance.

city, in eighteen days of the t month of May,

and his slave.

$1,903,320.

curve above the bridge, the engineer did not perceive that
the draw was unclosed until the
the opening.
3 T was too lale.
cursiorl on the Schuylkill river on Sundsy last. Three of them | jraw projecting over the water, which giving way, precipita-
were drowned, and the fourth was rescued by a boat which | ted the engine and tender down the chasm upon the deck of
the vessel at that moment passing
a freight train the

Cormaox ar U. 8. Minr,—The Philadelphia papors say | one in it was injured. The engineer was dangerously though
that there bas been coined at the Uuited Siates mint, in that | not fatslly seal
The locomotive and tender lie at the bottom of the creek,
$1,880,320 of gold, and 23,000 of other metals—in all | having shattered the shallop to pieces, upon which they fell,
making it a complete wreck.

DEPARTURE OF THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION

The American Expeditioa in search of Sir Jonx.

Frankuix, the arctic navigator, sailed from New

York on Wednesday evening. This expedition

consists of two vessels, ranked, in navy nomencla-

ture, as brigantines : the Advance, 144 tons; and
the Rescue, 91 tons. The New York TFribune
contains the subjoined particulars of the fitting out
and probable course of the expedition :

These vessels have been provided end fitted out by the
generous munificence of Henny Grixweir, Eeq,, of this
city, at an expense to him of more than $30,000, The Go-
verument has also done much towards furnishing and direct-
ing the offair. The Advanes is two years old ; the Rescue
is new. Both vessels have been put in the most complete
order for the service in which they are engaged. Strength-
ened in every part, doyble-planked, protected from ice and
cold, furnished with extra bolts, spars, sails, &c., they are
in every espeet ready for the rigors and dangers of a polar
winter, Mr. Grinnell has taken great care to furnish the
officers with all the references and authorities that could be
had, either here or in Europe ; all the charts, records of
voyages, &c. which have any bearing upon that part of the
world, are on board.  Appropriate clothing bas been furnish-
ed in sbundance for the men; and provisions of the best
kind, and of a character suited to the climate, sufficient for
three yeors, are on board.

The whole is under the command of Lieut. Evwix 8. D
Havex, an enthusiastic and exeellent officer of the United
States navy. Lieut. De Haven bas devoted much attention
to that portion of the world whither he is bound, and has the
advantage of all that can be known of it, except by persenal
experience. Wae believe the general course and operation of
the expedition will be as follows .

Proceeding direct to Bafin’s Bay, the ships will touch at
Disco Island, a Danish whaling station, on the coast of
Greenland, in lat. 70°, where fresh water will be taken on
board. They then sail northwesterly into Lancester Sound,
and through Barrow's Strait, with the intention of exploring
an open sea which is supposed to exist bhetween Parry’s
[slands and the Pole, spreading westward toward Asia. [
they get through Rarrow's Strait, and the ice will permit,
they will go up Wellington Cnannel, or if that be closed,
westward to Cape Walker and around Melville Island.
Should they not bo able to get westward in this direction,
they will return to Baflin’s Bay and attempt to penetrate at
Jones's or Smith'’s Sounds—the latter is the extreme northern
point of Baffin's Bay, in lat. 79°.  Should the vessels get
into this supposed sea, and advance westward, they may, if
deemed expedient, go into the Pacific through Behring's
Strait, where they will communicate with our Pacific or East
India squadrons, which will have orders to render all need(ul
information and assistance.

This is the general plan of the expedition; but Lieut.
De Haven has discretionary power to alter this in' any way
which he may deemn most conducive to the success of tha en-
terprise.  Wherever the vessels lonch, the most rigid scrutiny
will be made to discover any marks of Capt. Franklin’s visit.
If they fall in with any British vessels enzaged in the search,
they will communicate with, und, if necessary, aid them. In
case the vessel should not be able to get through Barrow's
Sirait, it is probable that they will return to New York to
winter. They ure expected to keep in company if convenient,
but should the interest of the enterprise or circamstances
compel, they will part, previously sgreeing upon a rendezvous.

The stanch ves:els and their noble crews leave with the
bearty good wishes of all. Lieut. De Haven bears letters to
va ious British officers in the Arciic Scas, among them one
from Lady Fuaxxrix to her husband. The number of men
on the two vessels is 36. The officers are :

Lieut. Epwix 8. De Havew, Commanding ; Passed Mid-
shipman, 8. P. Griffin, Acting Master;: Wm. H. Murdaugh,
T. W. Brodtiead, R. R. Carter ; Paseed Assistant Surgeon,
E. K. Kane ; Ascistant Surgeon, Benj. Vreeland ; Midship-
man, W. 8. Lovell ; Boatswain, H. Brooks.

“ Lieut. De Havex commands on board the Advence, and
Passed Midsbipman Guirrrx on the Rescue, Dr, Kawx
will pay particular atlention to matters of science, natural
history, temperature, &c., but these investigations are not to
interfere in any way with the legitimate purpose of the expo-
dition. Unless the vessels are spoken off the Grand Banks,

through English or Danish whaling ships,

son's Bay Company.

ploring the bare rocks and everlasting ice, with no companion
but the white bear or the arctic fox, may be all very romantic
at a distance ; but the mere thought of a win'er residence
there, frozen fast in same solid ocean, with snow a dozen feet
deep, the thermometer ranging from 30° to 40° below zero,
and not a glimpse of the blessed sun from November till Fe-
bruary, is enough to give a chill to all adventurous notions.
But the officers and men have weighed all these difficulties,
and are ready lo encoonter them for the sake of their noble
fellow sailor, whose fate has been so long a painful mystery
to the world. .

NavaL.—The United States steamer Saranac,
Capt. Josian Tatnavn, left Quantico at 5 o’clock
P. M. on Saturday, May 18th, and discharged her
pilot at Cape Henry at 5 o’clock A. M. on.Sun-
day ; making the run in 12 hours, a distance of
160 miles. She averaged over 13 knots an hour,
and only carried 14 lbs. of steam. She can carry
20 lbs., and will no doubt be able to run 15 knots
with this steam. She is a beautiful ship, and we
wish her officers a pleasant cruise.
Commander McKeever arrived in Norfolk on
the 21st, and took command of the Congress. She
will gail in a few days, She is at anchor off the
Naval Hospital. Her crew are all on board except
about forty men. Dr. WiLriamson has been or-
dered to her as Fleet Surgeon of the Brazil station
The United States brig Porpoise has hauled off
from the Navy Yard, at Portsmouth, (Norfolk,)
waiting for her crew,

The United States ship Raritan is still in dry
dock, but the repairs will soon be finished. - She
is ordered to be fitted out as soon as possible.

A Telegraph despatch from Madison announces
the death of Ex-Governor Henpricks, who was
the first Governor of the State of Indiana, and for
some time a Senator in Congress from that State.
He d®d suddenly on the night of the 16th instant,

The black sand of California is found to be worth two dol
lars and a half per pound. 8o says the Boston Journal.

Five Persoxs Porsoxen.—The Toronto Christian Guar-
dian mentions the following melancholy case of poisoning in
one family, and says that many in different sections of the
country have suffered from the same error. The narrative is
told by a minister of the Wesleyan Church :

‘1 was called on yesterdoy to attend the funeral services
of five in one family who were poisoned to death by eating
wild parsni The father had dog them on Friday, and the
family had kept them till Sabbath, boiled them with meat,
d&e., and vsed them in s.up. Jeseph Allen, his wife, one
young man 18 years old, a boy 12, and a girl 5 years old,
were all poisoned to death by eating of the dinner. When
they began to apprchend their danger they immediately
took portions of emetic, having the medicing in the house.
A daughter 13 years old was just returning from Sabbath
school, and as she entered the door her mother told her to go
to Mr. Ivy's and say they were sll poisoned, &c. When
Mr. and Mrs. Ivy came Mr. Allen was dying ; suffice it to
say there were four of them dead in less than four hours; a
medical gentleman was brought in less than an hour, and
every effort made, but to no purpose. The lite girl sar-
vived till Monday evening and died. The whole five were
interred on Tuesday, near the village of Jarvis, township of
Walpole.”
Rarvnoan Accingsr—No Laves Lost.—The train of
cars which left Philadelphia on Monday evening met with a
very serious accident while going to Wilmington. When
the train arrived at Crum Creek, a vessel was passing through
the draw at that place, and the roail making a considerable

ve was nearly into
He immediately reversed the engine, but it
The locomotive ran upon that portion of the

through the bridge. Being

nger car was far in the rear, and no

and the fireman was considerably bruised.

it is probable that nothing will be heard from them for several
months, the only means of communication, by sea, being
Should opportu-
nity offer, letters wil] be sent overland by traders of the Hud-

Whatever may be the result of this expedition, as connect-
ee with the fate of the gallant Sir Jokn Franklin, it is one
which reflects the highest honor upon the philanthropic citi-
zen who projected it, and upon the officers and men engaged
therein. The attractions of a summer voyage along the bays
and seas where the sun shines for four months at & time, ex-
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A cerrespondent of the Pha,
rican, writing from London unc
says that * the Morning Ierald or
¢ that the attention of persons conne
¢ iron trade is anxiously directed to the
¢ of the American tariff; for, although the
* test returns of sales from the United States are un
¢ der the cost of production, including charges, any
* opening, on even such terms, is considered a relief
<under the weight of accumulating stocks; " and
the same writer fusther says : * With regard to the
¢ high quotations for wheat and flour in the United
¢ States, which are higher than ean now he obtained
¢ in England, with freight and charges added, never-
¢ theless the importation of these articles still pro-
¢ ceeds, showing the ulter futility of the reasonings
+ of the Free-Traders. that when prices fall below
* certain assumed prices of remuneration, England
¢ will cease to be supplied with such commodities,
¢ Such an assumption is contrary to the experience
¢ of all practical merchants, who are perfectly aware
¢ that commodities will move to the only market
¢ left open for their raca}’nion, without reference to
¢ the eost of production.”
The truth of this last assertion is now manifest
in our own importations from England, as itis a
notorious faet, that, with few exceptions, English
dry-goods are now selling in New York and Phi-
ladelphia at prices that will searcely remit seventy
cents on the dollar of their cost.
How long can such a trade be carried on?
Is not the answer too obvious? Our mar-
ket is to be glutted with foreign produets, till
most of our manufactures of corresponding articles
are deeply injured, if not broken down ; and when
the foreigner accomplishes their general ruin, then,
having destroyed our competition, we must pay
whatever price may be required by the increased
demand. ;
Glorious times we shall have, when British
ships are installed in our China trade, and British
iron masters furnish us with the greater part of
the iron we consume, Nor can it be very long be-
fore the injury to our commercial marine will
reatly increase, from the number of foreign ves-
sels which will be employed in our cotton trade,
and, indeed, in every other.
When will the people of the United States open
their eyes to the facts that the low price of labor
and the low interest of money in England must
be countervailed by a sound tariff of specific du-
ties, if we are to hope for any success in our va-
rious industrial vocations ? 3

If facts can be inquired into, there is no occa-
sion for argument. Will no member of Congress
ask for a Committee of Inquiry? Or are we to
wait for the ruin of 1837, looking on with folded
arms? From present appearances, specie will

soon begin to go. }
A RETIRED MERCHANT.
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T0 THE EDITORS.

CooneciL Brurrs, Mav 3, 1850,

Having come by boai #p the Missouri river from
St. Louis, I have "been able, by stopping at some
places and making inquiried ai pthers, to take a
general view of the California emigration by land.
It is indeed astonishing. At St Louis you see
crowds; but, when you get to /ndependence, you
find the landing covered with wagons, teams, and
people. Kansas, at the mouth of the river of that
name, presents the same appearance. Weston, a
few miles above Fort Leavenworth, is, a beautiful
place and an excellent starting peint. Here hun-
dreds of teams were crossing daily ; grain only filty
to sixty cents per bushel, and every thiaxg also
wanted for a complete outfit at reasonable rates. A
few miles above lies St. Joseph, a great point,
though I think inferior in many respects to Weston;
grain and every thing else is out of all proportion
higher. From this point, no doubt, about seven
thousand persons will set out. 'The streets were
crowded with people, and great confusion prevailed.
Three or four auctioneers were riding horses and
mules through the streets, erving them at the top of
the voice, * just a going,” &c. All along the shores
up to this point we saw wagons travelling along on
the great journey. At this point there are hundreds
of teams. They are encamped all around for miles.
About one thousand wagons, it is said, have cross-
ed and are making their way into the Indian coun-
try. Most of the companies are going with horses;
but they are unsafe. The express which comes in
from Fort Laramie to Fort Kearny reports much
distress among the horse companiea who are push-
ing out, trying “1o get ahead.”” One company, out
of 28 horses, had lost 14; others in less proportion
have suffered loss, both on the south and north
siles of the Platte. I fitted out horses, but my
company having advanced into the territory, leav-
ing behind them their discretion, and eveg some of
them their moral principle, I shall go with oxen,
which are the safest. We have cows and plenty of
milk, a fine company; and of the ten thousand
wagons which are going to the land of gold, the
Oquawka ox company expect not to be found far
behind, Respectfully, your most obd't,
JNO. W. JONES.

Puruie Prany, Esq. of Hampton, (Conn.) ;was acciden-
tally killed on Friday last, The frame of a building which was
being torn down, fell upon him, and he was so much injured
that he died sbout five hours after. Mr. Prany was a Presi-
dential elector in 1840, has several timnes been a State Sena-
tor, and has filled other public offices.

JFrrax or Tur Licurxine.—On Sunday last, about hale
past three o'clock, a thunder storm raging north of us, its
offict was felt in the Telegraph office at this place. The ope-
rator was silling mnear the window, when he noticed a body
of flame over his magnet, the size of @ man’s hat. He sprang
to throw the instrument out of circait, but it immediately dis-
appeared, afier burning the silk which wraps the magnet wire,
and severing some small wires ; occasiopally a snapping noise
eould be heard Like the explosion of a p ion caps  The
lightning slso kicked up *“shindy” on the same evening in
the Petersburg office.— Richmond Whig.

A Iad about 11 years ol lately hung himselfin Newbury,
Vermont, under peculiar circumstatices. His name is Amos
C. Miller, son of Mr. Richard Miller. A rope swing was
suspended in the woodshed, and he thought to frighten his
little brother by putting the rope elip-noose round his neck,
and telling him he would hang himself. The little boy re-
monstrated, and ran into the houss and told his mother, but
befors she got to him he was fairly hung, thuugh his knees
nearly touched the ground, and life was extinet.  Probably
he had not been suspended in that er five mioutes, but
all efforts to restore life proved unavailing.

Nixe Mitis swert awav. — The Huotsville (Ala.)
Star, of the 4th instant, gives accounts of a calamitous freshet
on the East Fork of Stone River, which was higher than it
has been for fily years. Every mill and bridge from Wood-
bury to Jeffvrson (except Brown’s mill) has been

I“P‘
away, Taylor's, at Woodbury, Ready’s, ‘s, Chappell’s,
Adams’s (mill and cotton gin,) Bnnn'mbd‘n. and
Pearce’s, (saw and grist mill,) bave all shared the same fate.
Pearce’s new bridge, Brown's, Brandon's, and Resdy's are
gone. Berides this, there has been great destruction to farms
all along the river. It hus heard the loss estimated at from

$100,000 10 $150,000,
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